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TARAXACUM MAGELLANICUM COMM. IN 
SOUTH AFRICA. 


By J. Burrr Davy. 


In 1903 the present writer collected Specimens of a species of 
Taraxacum growing in somewhat marshy, unbroken vlei ground bordering 
the Mooi River, near Potchefstroom, Transvaal. This was identified 
(e descriptione) with that little known species Taraxacum fulvipilis 
Harv., the type of which, however, was not available for comparison. 
A study of South African material at Kew brought to light a specimen 
of the same species collected by Burchell in 1812, in a remote and then 
wholly unsettled area of British Bechuanaland, on the fringe of the Kala- 
hari, about 200 miles to the north of the Transvaal locality. 

The type specimen of Taraxacum fulvipilis was collected in the 
Queenstown Division, Cape Province, approximately 400 miles south-east 
of Potchefstroom. 

The occurrence of isolated specimens of a peculiar and supposedly 
endemic species of Taraxacum, in three such remote areas as the Queens- 
town, Potchefstroom, and Kuruman districts, aroused my curiosity, 
and led to the examination of other Southern Hemisphere material of 
the genus Taraxacum. Comparison with South American and New 
Zealand specimens of Taraxacum magellanicum Comm., collected by 
Coppinger, Haast, and others, failed to show any specific difference 
between them and the South African plant. 

The Potchefstroom specimen had every appearance of being truly 
feral, occupying wet vlei ground which was apparently unbroken, and 
was unlikely ever to have been cultivated. This fact, and the occurrence 
of the same species, in such a remote locality as the Moshowing River, 
remove any suspicion of possible human introduction, such as has occurred 
in the case of T. officinale Weber in the Transvaal. These facts suggest, 
also, the desirability of a careful investigation of the flora of uncultivated 
viei-lands. 

The distribution and synonymy of the species may be summarized 
as follows : 


Taraxacum magellanicum Comm. in Sch. Bip. Flora 38 : 122 (1855). 
T. officinale Weber var. laevigatum Hook. f., Fl. Antarct. 1 : 323, t. 112 
(1844-7); T. fulvipilis Harv. in Harv. & Sond. Fl. Cap. 3 : 527 (1865)? 

SOUTH America. Chile: pampas of Magellan Coppinger (type). 
Argentina: Andes of Mendoza Gillies. Patagonia: Darwin. Tierra 
del Fuego: Banks and Solander. Falkland Islands: J. D. Hooker. 
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AUSTRALASIA. New Zealand: without precise locality Banks and 
Solander. Ashburton Glacier, 4,700 ft. alt. Haast. Chatham Islands : 
Travers. 

Souty AFRICA. Transvaal: Potchefstroom District, on marshy 
vlei-land subject to flood, along the Mooi River, near Potchefstroom, 
cirea 4,500 ft. alt. Dec. 26, 1903 Burtt Davy 1030. British Bechuanaland : 
Kuruman Division, at the sources of the Moshowing (‘ Moshowa ’’) 
River, near Takoon (ca. 27° S. Lat.), in 1812 Burchell. The type of T. 
fulvipilis Harv. in the Sonder Herbarium, which I have not seen, was 
collected by Drege in the Queenstown Division, Cape Province, 
“< zwischen Los Tafelberg und Wildschutsberg, auf der Fläche, 4000 
fuss, December” . 

The occurrence of Taraxacum magellanicum Comm. in South Africa 
thus furnishes the missing link in the circumpolar range of this Southern 
Hemisphere species. Hooker (flora of New Zealand, p. 152) treating it 
as a variety (var. laevigatum) of T. officinale, stated that it was native 
to both “the Falkland Islands and Fuegia, where .. . . it has been 
gathered in a certainly native state,’ adding: “it occurs in the collec- 
tions of Banks and Solander, made in New Zealand, from which, as 
well as the fact that the prevalent varieties collected by these voyagers 
and by Mr. Colenso differ from the ordinary British form (T. officinale 
Weber), confirm the opinion of the. plant being truly indigenous.” 
Handel-Mazetti maintains it as a distinct species. 

Jn general appearance this species is not unlike T. phymatocarpum 
J. Vahl, of Novaya Zemlia. 


